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Assessing our pupils

• 1) the ability to decode and recognise printed words, 
‘What ARE the words?’ 

• 2) the ability to comprehend the spoken language, 
‘What do the words MEAN?’.



Decoding - Phonics First 
No Nonsense Phonics

‘Systematic Synthetic Phonics’ programmes are all based on teaching the letter/s-sound 
correspondences (letter/s-sound links) of the English alphabetic code. 
They teach ‘all-through-the-word’ phonics skills of ‘sounding out and blending’ for 
reading (decoding) and ‘oral segmenting’ (splitting up the spoken word followed by 
allotting letters or letter groups) for spelling (encoding).



No Nonsense Phonics Skills
The programme is based on the Five Pillars of Literacy
model informed by research:

Phonemic awareness

Phonics knowledge

Vocabulary

Reading fluency

Comprehension

Develop awareness of the smallest sounds in speech (PA)

Teach the alphabetic code and phonics skills explicitly and 

systematically (includes PA)

Provide ample repetition and repeat reading

Teach new words explicitly to enrich vocabulary 

Oral comprehension (spoken language) and reading 

comprehension of how to interpret literature



Reading is an action sport!                    

• Reading is an action sport. The action takes place 
in our minds.

• When we read it’s not enough to read the words 
correctly (decode). As  we read the words, the 
meaning does not automatically jump into our 
heads! 

• We have to read the words and build meaning, a 
bit like constructing a model.
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As we read, we ask questions, make 
predictions and watch out if we are 
right or whether we have to change 
our views…. 
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Predict

How…
why…?

I
wonder



Strategies to help us understand and enjoy reading.
As we read we ……..

Fotolia.com

Use our background 
knowledge and 
connect to text

I think I’ve 

broken 

down

I’ve broken 

down but I have 

a plan to fix it

Visualise

Notice meaning  
breakdown…

…and repair it
Watch out for 
VIP words/ 
phrases/ideas..

…and put together 
to build GIST
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Predic
t

How…
why…?

I
wonder

Predict, ask questions,
I wonder…
and read on to find out...

Text  to 
self

Text to  
world 
knowledge

Text to text



Predictions from the title

Often as we read, thoughts pop into our mind. A plot starts and 
we might predict what is going to happen next. A character does 
something and we ask ourselves a question. Maybe our question 
is answered later on. Even a title in a newspaper may make us 
ask questions or go… “I wonder...”.

‘A Nasty surprise’
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Predict

How…
why…?

I
wonder
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Focus : 
• visualise 
• make predictions/ask questions
• check meaning



Retell a story!
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Good readers spot meaning breakdown and try to fix it

1. Go back 2 or 3 sentences and re- read and collect clues from the words 
around.   Try to connect the hard part to the bit that came before. Use 
background knowledge and think like a detective.

2. Make pictures in your mind and re- read the hard bit. Your mind pictures 
may make  things clear. 

3. Look at the key words in the sentence  to help you understand. The key 
words will be packed with meaning.

Here’s 5 things to try…



4. Read back a bit and  read on a bit. Look at key words, make pictures and think 
like a detective

4. If it’s a single unfamiliar word, ask yourself …what do I know about it?
Is it like a word I know?  Is it a noun, verb or adjective?
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Tri-syllabic ? A triangle has  3 
sides… syllabic.. syllable? 
Maybe it’s a word with 3 

syllables?

He lay flat on the luge as it 
rushed down the snowy 
mountain





Reading at home

• Phonics readers

• Bug club



Phonic readers



Bug Club



What is Bug Club? 

• Bug Club is a school reading program.
• It joins e-books with printed books to teach children 

how to read. 
• Bug Club’s online reading world aims to help children 

improve their reading skills at school and home with 
exciting e-books and rewards. 

• It has been designed to motivate children so that 
they get the most out of reading each book and want 
to read more.



Why have we chosen Bug club? 
• Bug Club is so much more than just a reading programme.

• It captures children's imagination and nurtures lifelong 
readers, and it's proven to work. 

• It’s a whole-school programme for all reading levels and ages. 

• Bug Club is a finely levelled, phonically based online reading 
scheme with interactive activities. 

• Each child has a personalised homepage where they'll find the 
e-Books they've been allocated by their teacher and 
motivating rewards. This ensures that each child can find a 
book at exactly the right level for them.



What age is Bug Club for? 

• Bug Club Comprehension follows a structured teaching 
approach for ages 7 to 11. 

• This includes printed books, eBooks with audio and an 
online toolkit to help every child master deeper 
comprehension strategies.

• There are over 500 finely levelled books for teachers to 
chose from and assess their progress instantly.

• The levels range from 1-26 with a range of fiction, no-
fiction books.  





What will my child be expected to do at 
home? 

• Bug club is an engaging online world that captures children’s 
love for reading and imagination in supporting them to 
become a lifelong reader.

• Bug club provides a wide range of texts that your child can 
read on a tablet or laptop. 

• The teacher will select books for your child to read and your 
children will also be asked to answer questions about the 
text. 

• The children can access this independently at home. You will 
be able to support your child in this. 



How do you access Bug Club? 



The school code 

is 

grxh



Navigating the website

• This is the ‘My Home’ page. 

• My Stuff- This shows your child what books they have been 
allocated to read. 

• My Library- This shows the books your child has read. Your 
child can choose to read those books again if they wish. 

• My Rewards- This shows your child what points they have 
earned from reading. Every time they read they earn golden 
coins. They can spend the coins in the rewards area where 
there are various games and a sticker book. 















My Rewards 
This is the area where your child can spend the golden coins 
that they earn through reading and answering the 
comprehension questions. 













Carterhatch Reading ethos

• As a school although we are launching Bug Club which 
are e-books we are still encouraging our children to 
use the library weekly. 

• Each class has the opportunity to visit our school 
library weekly to choose a book for themselves 
whether this be fiction or non-fiction. 

• We encourage our children to read daily to develop 
their love of reading, as well as their spelling and 
vocabulary. 


